
  

 

 Last month’s front page article was about the LOVE THE LIGHT project...the opportunity created by the first 

SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA CEO CLASS in 2018.  The 2018-2019 springboard project was the Snow & Glow 

event that included lighting the Luverne City Park with hundreds if not thousands of Christmas lights.  That project 

was successfully crafted and put together by a class of about 20 students.  The purpose of the SW CEO Program is 

to give each new class the opportunity to create and carry out a project from conception until completion.  Long sto-

ry short—that meant that the lighting project at the park wasn’t going to happen unless a new group or groups of 

people came forward to make it happen. 

 Over the last month,  we have been visiting with organizations, institutions, businesses and individuals ask-

ing for their help in lighting the park for the Christmas holidays.  We already have 23 amazing nutcrackers around 

the park, radio remote music...so, by adding a lighted display—the Luverne City Park will be a holiday  destination.   

 WHAT ARE WE ASKING?  We are looking for individuals or groups to each take a small part in decorating 

the park.  If we get 25-30 groups/individuals—just think how fantastic it would be!  (Currently we are at 20.)  Each 

group is asked to supply their own lights and extension cords.  Put up the decorations by December 8th and take 

them down by January 21st.  The City has graciously agreed to keep the park open and lighted from December 8th 

though January 5th.   

 Each group can identify their structure, tree, bush or area to decorate.  Not only will this be fun...with lots of 

creative ideas—but we think this can be something doable so that next year—the same groups can come back and 

put up the same decorations.  One by one….we can create something truly unique!   

 Currently—we have groups that are decorating the picnic shelters, trunks of a couple of trees, putting up a 

blow-up Christmas decoration, lighting arches to walk beneath, putting up a nativity on a backstop, lighting a swing 

set, lighting a slide and a lot more.  Consider being part of this great project!  One small thing can really add to the 

overall project.  Most of us have strands of lights or bush lights that we no longer use.  You can do something as 

simple as repurposing them at the City Park!  Have an old outdoor Christmas display you have been meaning to get 

rid of?  This might be your perfect opportunity to set it up at the City Park and let others enjoy it! 

 Each group that participates must agree to take it down by January 21st and store it.  Hopefully—you will 

agree to put it up again for Christmas 2020!  Check out some great ideas that you and your group could do for little 

or no money!  Let’s work together to give back to our community!  Call 507.283.4061 for more information!  



Here is a variety of ideas how you can add to the look of the 

Luverne City Park for Christmas 2019.  Check our local 

stores for display options.  Repurpose….reuse...recycle...and 

let’s light up the park! 

The Chamber is working with 

the City of Luverne to                    

coordinate times to put up the 

displays.  Contact the                   

Chamber so that we can 

make sure you can get in 

when you want to! 



 
This year, maybe more than most, many business owners and managers (that includes ag producers) are 
looking over their year-end numbers.  Problems with the weather, finding qualitied employees, input & 
market prices along with a myriad of other concerns...may have taken the “wind out of a lot of sails”,  As 
the days get shorter and the weather gets colder—many of us have the tendency to “count our problems” 
instead of looking on the bright side.   With Thanksgiving right around the corner, maybe it is time to count 
the blessings in our personal and professionals lives.  Take a few minutes and consider where you are as 
a small business owner and/or manager.  You might find out like I did—that things might actually be “pretty 
good”.     
 
1. BEING IN CONTROL OF YOUR LIFE:  Sure, sometimes running a business is stressful. As a busi-

ness owners, operator and/or manager I don’t have someone directly watching over your every move.  
Sure, there are lots of responsibilities but I am the one who has the control. 

2. EMPLOYEES THAT HELP US DO MORE:  Speaking of staff, if you’re like me, you’re honored to be 
surrounded by people who care as much about your business as you do. I attribute this to hiring the 
right people, which, once you do, that team of people allows our business to grow and succeed. 

3. BEING FLEXIBLE:  Small businesses don’t have to deal with all that “corporate red tape”.  If you want 
to shift your company’s focus, you can, and quickly. While I have advisors and/or boards to consult 
about major business decisions, I love the fact that we can nimbly change directions or try something 
new. 

4. VACATIONS:  Vacations offer the opportunity to do what we love.  Whether it is taking time off to enjoy 
your children or grandchildren's activities, travel to some exotic port, take a road trip to a neighboring 
town or sitting in your backyard—vacations give us the opportunity to recharge and start things fresh.  
In small businesses, vacation scheduling is relatively simple. 

5. TECHNOLOGY:  Where would we be without our smartphones? Think how easy it is to connect with 
work remotely?  Owners and managers may have the opportunity to operate without being physically 
present.  Even though it might seem that we never get done with anything—the fact that you don’t 
have to be in one place to get something done can be exciting and create opportunities for new kinds 
of enjoyment!   

6. OUR SOCIAL NETWORK:  That is another thing about technology.  Today, even though our dearest 
friends and family may live miles away—we can be connected by phone, social media, video chats 
and more.  When we’re down and not feeling the best at where we are or what we are doing—it is 
easy to connect with our best cheerleaders—those people who love and care for us.   

7. CONNECTIONS:  Raise your hand if you’ve ever had a challenge you were facing and couldn’t figure 
out what to do.  One of the greatest things about our community is that we can always find someone to 
help you out.  Around the corner or up the block there is a friend, neighbor or business associate that 
is waiting, willing and able to help you out.  Best of all—you know this person...it is a person or busi-
ness you can trust because you have a “connection”.     

8. A NEW IDEA:  If you’ve ever worked for someone else (and I bet you have) you remember the feeling 
of having a fantastic new idea, only for it to be squashed flat by your unimaginative boss. As an entre-
preneur, though, you can take that idea and make it a reality. Thrilling. 

9. SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS:  Your financial possibilities are only limited by your own imagination 
and desire. As a business owner or manager, you can be more successful than you ever would have 
been as an employee.  And you can make a difference beyond yourself: that is by allowing your great 
employees to be as successful and excited about your business as you are!  There is so much satis-
faction in knowing that your business — no matter how small — helps create new jobs that weren’t 
there before. 

10. CREATING VALUE:  When you run a business, you make a difference. You can create products to 
solve problems for your clients, protect your land, create opportunities for your employees, provide fi-
nancial stability for your family and help partner businesses succeed.  You can matter to all of them, 
and you can change lives for the better.   

 
I encourage you to count your blessings now and every day. Being an entrepreneur, business owner and 
manager — especially a successful one — is a gift not to be taken for granted. 

https://www.allbusiness.com/guest_posts/build-customer-pleasing-team/




 

Rock County’s first ever WE LOVE PORK CHALLENGE was declared a success on Saturday, October 

26th by Rock County Pork Producer President Kevin Barnhart!  Kevin was on hand Saturday evening           

during the Ringneck Reunion After Crow party at Take 16 Brewing Company for the presentation of the 

WE LOVE PORK CHALLENGE TRAVELING TROPHY to the 2019 winner—BRENDA SCOTT of the Hidden 

Hills Café and Hideaway Tavern!   For the contest, Brenda and her team served up the HIDDEN HILLS 

PULLED-PORK SANDWICH on a delicious homemade bun with homemade potato salad.   

The pork challenge featured entries from six participating restaurants.  In the three short weeks of the 

contest, 704 pork sandwiches were served to diners.  Six great Rock County restaurants each donated 

5—$10 dining gift cards that were drawn throughout the contest period and given to diners.  Restaurants 

included:  75 Diner, Green Lantern Bar & Grill, Hidden Hills Café & Hideaway Tavern, Howling Dog Sa-

loon, The Bluestem and Sterling’s Café & Grille.   

Scores for the contest were tallied by the Luverne Area Chamber and all participating restaurants were 

within fractions of a point.  That only proves what great dining choices we have available in our county!   

Barnhart announced that the ROCK COUNTY PORK PRODUCERS look forward to sponsoring the contest 

next year during OCTOBER IS PORK MONTH!   

Café & Hideway Tavern                   
Photo courtesy of Rock County Star Herald 

 

Support Luverne’s effort to become the “nutcracker” destination of America by entering your nutcracker in 

the 2019 NUTCRACKER SCAVENGER HUNT—from December 7th through January 5th!  All you have 

to do is have at least a 1 foot tall nutcracker with a 1” name on it—visible 24/7 at your business and/or 

home.  The Chamber is sponsoring $300 in cash prizes...so that individuals and families can “discover the 

names of the nutcrackers”.  Submit the name and address of your nutcracker no later than Friday,                        

November 15th by calling or emailing the Chamber.  283-4061 or luvernechamber@co.rock.mn.us 



  

The Chamber is honored to share this featured article that 

appeared in an appliance trade publication that featured a 

story of Luverne’s Schomakcer Galleries!  Thank you and 

congratulations to all the downtown retail merchants who 

have made this event a great success.  The 2019 WINE 

WALK was held on October 5th and was chaired by Brian 

Sterling and Stacy Riphagen 



 

Join us on Thursday, NOVEMBER 14th for the monthly—LOVE THE BUSINESS!  This 

month, volunteers and managers of the HERREID MILITARY MUSEUM will welcome us to 

this amazing museum sharing the stories of service and sacrifice of Rock County men 

and women who have served protecting our country!  The Herreid Military Museum                         

welcomes about 5,000-6,000 visitors annually!  This LOVE THE BUSINESS will give you 

the opportunity to see what it is all about.   

These informal one hour sessions allow the host business to provide a welcome, share 

info about their business and tour for the first 20 – 30 minutes.  Following that...all               

owners, managers, and employees present can take the floor for a few minutes to                  

provide an update on their operation and their business!  This is a great way to get to 

know other Chamber members and learn about the work our friends and neighbors in 

business are doing!  All you have to do is show up at 8:30 am with your cup of coffee or 

beverage of choice!   

All of us—businesses, organizations and institutions—can be the greatest promoters for 

our partners in Luverne.  The trick is that we have to know what kind of products people 

have and what they do!  That is why LOVE THE BUSINESS is such a great program.  Let’s 

work together to learn and grow! 

Join us for the November Roger Brooks’ Video Series... 

‘INCREASING RETAIL SALES—PART II” 

 Local businesses are the life-blood of every great downtown.  After all, it’s 

what’s IN the buildings that makes your downtown a successful destination—

local residents and their visitors.  Part one of this series that we screened last 

month focused on physical improvements you can make to your retail shop.  In 

this second of the two part series (about 51 minutes), we’ll show you MORE 

things you can do to increase your sales—with a focus on marketing—even if 

you have a miniscule marketing or advertising budget to work with.   

Make your plans to attend one of two showings:                                                                                                 

November 18th at 8:30 am                                                                                            

November 21st at 8:30 am  

IN THE LOWER LEVEL OF THE CHAMBER 

 



 

November – The Bluestem Open for Lunch – Monday thru Friday – 11 am to 2 pm 

November 1, 8, 15, 22 – Lap Time – Rock County Community Library – 10:30 

November 2 & 3 – NuHealing and the Hilger Commons – Regional Holistic Outreach –Cup of Life Expo 
– Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 10-5 

November 3-9 - Radiologic Technology Week - Contact Minnesota West Community & Technical                     
College in Luverne to tour our Rad Tech Program - (507)449-2773 

November 4 - Brain Health Series ‘The Basics of Mental Health’ - 7 to 8 pm – Register at Community 
Ed. 507-283-4724 (FREE) 

November 5, 12, 19, 26 – Evening Story Time – Rock County Community Library – 6:30 pm  

November 7 – Bank Nite FREE Family Movie – Palace Theatre – 6 pm – Sponsored by Papik Motors 
and First Farmers & Merchants Bank  

November 7 - Spring Registration for New Students - Minnesota West Community & Technical College 
-  Contact Jill Arp (507)449-2773 for information. 

November 7 - Trivia Night at Take 16 - 7pm – Sponsored by Rock Co. Community Library  

November 7, 14, 21 – Story Time – Rock County Community Library – 10 am  

November 8 & 9 – Holiday Open House – 10 to 5 pm 

November 9 & 11 – WWII Miniature War Games with Mike Westerbur – History Center – 12 to 4 pm  

November 11 – Veteran’s Day Appreciation & Open House – Rock County Veteran’s Memorial Building 
– 10 am to 1 pm—Sponsored by the Rock County Veterans Service Officer and the Herreid Military                      
Museum 

November 11 – Luverne Veterans Day Program – Luverne High School Gym – 2 pm – Program by 
Luverne High School Students -  Open to the public 

November 11 - Hardwick Veterans Day Banquet – Legion Hall – Social hour 6 pm & dinner 6:30 pm 
Program to follow – Open to the public – Sponsored by the Hardwick American Legion 

November 15-17 & 21-24 – GEP’s present “The Beverly Hillbillies” – Historic Palace Theatre                      
Friday & Saturdays at 7:30 pm and Sundays at 2 pm – Tickets available at the Palace Box Office – 
507 283-4339 

November 18 & 21 – Roger Brooks Video Series – “Increasing Retail Sales—Part II” – 8:30 am                    
Lower level Luverne Area Chamber – Free 

November 19 – E-book Classes – Rock County Community Ed - 2pm and 6pm – Contact Community Ed 

November 20 – Stay Strong As You Age – Prairie Rehabilitation – Noon to 1 pm 

November 21 – DIY Vinyl Painting – Rock County Community Library – 6 pm 

November 21 – Parkinson’s Support Meeting – St. John Lutheran Church – 1 pm 

November 24 – Ben Franklin Lodge #114 Waffle Feed – 7 am to noon – 123 North Freeman – Free will 
donation 

November 25 – Hills Christian School Fundraiser – Luverne Pizza Ranch & Bake Sale - 5-8pm 

November 26 - A.C.E. Caregivers Support Meeting – Mary Jane Brown Good Samaritan Conference 
Room – 4pm 

November 27 – Free Thanksgiving Day Meal – United Methodist Church – 5:30 pm  

November 30 – Small Business Saturday – 10 am to 4 pm – Shop Local 


