
 

 Make plans to attend our February LOVE THE BUSINESS when 

Shawn Kinsinger, Executive Director of the Historic Palace Theatre opens 

the doors of this beautiful theater.  Shawn will spend about 20 minutes 

sharing some of the latest projects and work done by BMAT to keep the 

theater vibrant and alive through his narrative and guided tour.   

 Following his presentation, everyone in attendance is asked to 

share what is happening in their business or organization. 

 This is a fantastic way to connect with other people who, like you, 

work every day to reach their business and organizational goals!  

  

 

 The Luverne Area Chamber Board of Directors and Luverne Initiatives for Tomorrow Executive Board 

are proud to announce the date for the LUVERNE AREA BUSINESS GALA.  This year, these two non-profits 

join forces to put together an exciting meeting, social time and dinner at Grand Prairie Events.   

 Keeping in line with the great tradition started by LIFT, the event is the opportunity to hear about 

business development in this community.  The program includes the opportunity to hear from the team of 

Premium Minnesota Pork (now only months from opening this 300+ employee pork processing plant in 

Luverne), the vision and passion of Aaron Waldner as Midwest Dry Cast continues to grow and flourish, 

Clarke Meyer’s news about the exciting new work being done by Eastern & Ellis, and a lot, lot more!   

 Mark your calendar and make plans to attend this exciting and informative program and enjoy the op-

portunity to meet with business partners and supporters from the Luverne area!  Invitations will be mailed in 

late February.  Anyone who is interested in the continued growth and development of our community is invit-

ed and encouraged to attend.  Proceeds from the event will continue to support community revitalization. 

FRIDAY   MARCH 20, 2020 

GRAND PRAIRIE EVENTS 







 

GPP, Inc. (dba Great Plains Processing) 

301 South Walnut Avenue 

Luverne MN 56156 

507-283-4421 

 

 The Chamber is honored to welcome VIKING ELECTRIC LLC to 

our organization.   Tim and Tami Gangestad work together to operate 

this residential, commercial and agriculture electrical contracting 

business.   

 No job is too big or small for this company.  They pledge atten-

tion to every detail while working to meet schedules.  From the finest 

detailed kitchen remodel to the complexity of a new ag production           

set-up, Tim’s electrical work is second to none!   

 When you have an electrical repair or plan new construction or 

remodel, remember to give Tim a call! 

 The Luverne Area Chamber welcomes GREAT PLAINS PROCESSING to our family of             
members.  Quintin Honerman and his team offer the latest of liquid and dry blended animal prod-
ucts.   Located at 301 South Walnut in Luverne, Great Plains Processing has operated since 2000 
and has become a global leader in custom spray drying and blending for the feed industry.  

 In addition to manufacturing, GPP annually distributes several thousand tons of finished 
product to over 40 countries from our facility in Minnesota. With manufacturing, sales, and logis-
tics teams excited to expand into new and existing territories, GPP is well positioned for the          
future.  

 Great Plains Processing has made large advances custom spray drying and blending in 
industrial agriculture to bring customers quality products that will keep their crops and animals  
in good condition.  GPP offers a wide range of options for your feed processing needs.  There             
manufacturing space  offers multiple blenders and packaging lines, which can accommodate our 
customers’ production requirements.    

www.gpp-co.com    documents@gpp-co.com 

VIKING ELECTRIC LLC 

1104 North Jackson Street 

Luverne MN 56156 

 

507-290-2595 

vikingelectricmn@gmail.com 

Facebook:                                             
Viking Electric LLC 

  



 

 The Chamber welcomes ON THE FARM to our        

family of members.  Shela Gunnink and the ON THE 

FARM Team put together a wonderful paper with all kinds 

of great information for the ag community written and 

published in Edgerton MN. 

 The paper is delivered free to active farmers in SW 

Minnesota with news articles and editorials from ag spe-

cialists within the region.   

 Advertising in the magazine is geared to farmers 

and offers free classified ads for farmers selling private 

farm items.  The paper also is a great place to advertise 

farm and land auctions.    

Website:  www.onthefarmonline.com  

Email:  gunnink85@gmail.com    

Phone:  507-442.3999  

804 Main Street  Edgerton MN 56128  

 The Chamber welcomes Justin Kemp and the team at KEMP ELECTRIC to our family of 
members.  Kemp Electric’s motto is:  Electrical Service When You Need It 
 
 KEMP ELECTRIC encourages everyone to ensure the integrity of your electrical system and 
the safety of your family or business.  It is important to be both proactive and reactive toward              
electrical wiring and demand a high quality of service.    
 
 All the electricians at Kemp are licensed, trained, and trusted; they have the expertise and 
equipment necessary to complete quality electrical repairs and installations at a competitive price. 
Scheduling an appointment with Kemp Electric means getting superior service from an expert elec-
trician when you need it.  Kemp Electric provides upfront pricing and informs you of all your op-
tions in making electrical decisions for your home and business.  They stand by their work with:  
“Your Satisfaction is 100% Guaranteed!”   
  
 Kemp Electric is also the area’s Generac generator licensed dealer.  If you are in the market 
for a generator to guarantee that power is always available when you need it, give Justin a call.  
One of Generac’s special features is to offer an in-house financing package to make your purchase 
and investment a seamless process.    From their operation headquarters at 113 South Walnut (PO 
Box 803), Luverne MN—Kemp Electric is ready to serve you at home and/or at work!   
 
jkemp@kempelectric.us  113 South Walnut 

Www.kempelectric.com  PO Box 803 

507-290-6961    Luverne MN 56156 



 

 

 Explore Minnesota is the portal for tourism in Minnesota.  This state agency partners with local  

direct marketing organizations (DMO’s) such as Chambers of Commerce and/or Convention & Visitors            

Bureau to bring visitor traffic to communities.  The Luverne Convention & Visitors Bureau contracts with 

the Luverne Area Chamber to coordinate community marketing efforts.  Billboards, state and regional 

magazine ads, ads in the Luverne Visitors Guides and other marketing methods are employed to get the 

word out to people throughout Minnesota and the nation. 

 On February 6th, Explore Minnesota will roll out a new website for the first time in about 15 years.  

This complete rebuild offers new services and amenities that our community can use to drive  visitors to 

Luverne and Rock County.   The Chamber is tasked with reviewing the information that has transferred 

over.  Like any big project, there are going to be parts and pieces that get lost in the “transition”.  This 

week, Jane spent a day in Owatonna training to update the Luverne and Rock County listings on this new 

website.  The biggest take-away is that this change is a work in progress and your help is needed.  

 This website offers expanded opportunities for retailers, dining establishments, lodging and enter-

tainment options to be part of the site with increased information and photos.  If you think your business 

can benefit from being on the Explore Minnesota website, please contact Jane at the Chamber.  I will be 

honored to work with you to see if we can make that happen! 

Call Jane at 507.283.4061 or email her at luvernechamber@co.rock.mn.us  

A NEW WEBSITE FOR  

STATE TOURISM 

 

Another New Face 

 

 By now, most of you probably have heard that Administrative Assistant Katie Oksness took 

a leave of absence in December to try out a new job opportunity in Sioux Falls.  She graciously 

came back to the Chamber and worked from Christmas to New Year but did submit her permanent 

resignation at that time.  It was a pleasure and honor to work with Katie.  She is missed.  With                 

direction from the Board of Directors we are working to fill her position and I look forward to                    

having the second person in the office. 

 The reality is that being down a person for three months, three years in a row...means that 

there are many things that should have happened or been accomplished that simply haven’t.  Data 

and information is incomplete, projects haven’t been completed on time, mistakes have been 

made and the Chamber office hasn’t been able to accomplish some of the new initiatives and ideas 

we have talked about. 

 The Chamber asks for your patience and understanding as we work through another learn-

ing curve with new staff and work to develop better processes and procedures of operation.  

 On another note, I will be taking a winter vacation the end of February through early March.  

During that period, there will probably be a lag in response and activity from the office.  If there is 

something that you would like done during the period of February 26-March 10—please notify Jane 

by February 15th so that it can be done prior to vacation.      



Register NOW to be part                    

of our great                                            

LOVE THE LADIES EXPO!   

The day is filled with all sorts 

of great seminars, tastings, 

demos, shopping and more!   

Great experience for men 

and women alike! 

Sell your products, promote 

your service, sell gift                         

certificates and market your 

business! 

This is a great way to                   

connect with new customers! 

Contact the Chamber for 

your application or check on 

the Chamber website. 

Only room for 40 booths...so 

don’t wait! 

 
THE LUVERNE QUARTERLY TABLE TENTS 

 By now, it is pretty easy to recognize the Luverne Table 

Tents.  This project was started by the Chamber as a way to 

promote and advertise community events.  They have been     

embraced by citizens and visitors. 

 Over the last eight years, we have printed and distribut-

ed about 650 per quarter including mailing copies to all of our 

Chamber members.  In reviewing operational expenses, we are 

taking a look at different methods of saving money.  One of the 

items up for discussion is whether or not our members need or 

enjoy receiving the two table tents per quarter in the mail.    

 The Chamber will continue to print and deliver table tents to the places on our delivery list...but we 

question whether or not we should “mail” the tents to our members.  One of the options on the table is to 

completely stop mail delivery to members and the other option is to just mail the table tents to the business 

or organizations that request them. 

 Within the next couple of weeks, we will be asking you whether or not you would like to receive the  

tents via email.  We will be pleased and honored to send them to businesses and organizations that request 

them...but if they seem a nuisance and are of no value—we would ask that you let us know so that we can 

opt you our of delivery! 

 We encourage you to answer the question so that the Chamber can make the best use of our                   

resources and offer the services that are needed to our members, residents of our community and visitors! 



 

February 1 – Dance Party Reunion – “Music of Ritchie Valens, Dion & the Belmonts, The Big Bopper & Frankie Sardo” – 
Palace Theatre – 7:30 pm - $25/person – Tickets on sale Dec. 26 for Season Subscribers & Business Underwriters – Tickets on 
sale for the public on Jan 2 

February 3 – 2020 Rock Nobles Cattlemen Annual Banquet – Grand Prairie Events – 6 pm Social Hour – 6:30 pm Ribeye 
Dinner – Followed by Guest Speaker Jolene Brown - $25/plate – Tickets Available at Door 

February 3 - Brain Health Series ‘Health Relationships’ – Call Community Ed. 507-283-4724 (FREE) – 7 to 8 pm 

February 4 – Evening Story Time – Rock County Community Library – 6:30 pm 

February 6 – Bank Nite FREE Family Movie – Palace Theatre – 6 pm – Sponsored by Papik Motors and First Farmers &                
Merchants Bank 

February 6 – Trivia Night – Take 16 Brewing Company – 7 pm 

February 7 – Winter Story Time – Rock County Community Library – 6:30 pm 

February 7-9 – Weekend Movie – Palace Theatre – 7 pm Fri & Sat and 2 pm Sun 

February 8 – Ice Castle Raffle Drawing – The Lake – 12 noon 

February 8 – Get Hooked Ice Fishing Derby – The Lake – 1 pm to 4 pm 

February 9 – Spaghetti Feed & Chocolate Buffet – United Methodist Church – 4 to 6:30 pm  

February 10 – Sanford Luverne – Optimizing Your Birth Experience – 6 pm - 507.449.1148 to register 

February 11 – Evening Winter Story Time – Rock County Community Library – 6:30 pm 

February 12- Sanford Luverne Prenatal Class – Thinking about a baby? – 8:30 am to 2 pm - 507.449.1148 to register 

February 14 – Winter Story Time – Rock County Community Library – 10:30 am 

February 14-16 – Weekend Movie – Palace Theatre – 7 pm Fri & Sat and 2 pm Sun 

February 16 – Ben Franklin Lodge Waffle Feed – 121 N. Freeman – 8 am to 1 pm – Free Will Donation 

February 16 – Youth Fun Night – St. Catherine’s Church – 4 to 6 pm – Sponsored by Southwest Crisis Center 

February 18 – Multiple Sclerosis Support Group – Pizza Ranch – 10:30 am 

February 18 – Evening Story Time – Rock County Community Library – 6:30 pm 

February 14 - Knights of Columbus Fish Fry – St. Catherine’s Catholic Church – 4:30 to 7 pm 

February 20 – Parkinson’s Support Group – St. John Lutheran Church – 1 pm  

February 20 – Afternoon Escape Movie – Palace Theatre – 2 pm 

February 20 – Nutrition Assistance for Seniors Program – Generations Building – 3 to 4 pm 

February 20 – Book vs. Movie:  The Outsiders – Rock County Community Library – 6 pm 

February 21-23 – Weekend Movie – Palace Theatre – 7 pm Fri & Sat and 2 pm Sun 

February 24 – Sanford Luverne – Understanding Breastfeeding – 6:30 to 7:30 pm - 507.449.1148 to register 

February 25 – A.C.E. Caregivers Supporting Meeting – Mary Jane Brown – 4 pm 

February 25 – DIY Flower Boxes – Rock County Community Library – 6 pm 

February 25 – Rock County Republican Precinct Caucus – Luverne Elementary Commons – 7 pm  

February 26 – Free Community Meal – United Methodist Church – 5:30 pm 

February 28 - Knights of Columbus Fish Fry – St. Catherine’s Catholic Church – 4:30 to 7 pm 

February 28 & 29 – Weekend Movie – Palace Theatre – 7 pm Fri & Sat  

February 2020 


