
 

 
Thoughts on gratitude and thanks…                                                                                                                 
 
Awakening alive.  Just waking up is something we should be grateful for every day of our lives. Being alive 
allows us to love, enjoy, make decisions, act and make our day the best. 
  
Breathe a decent air.  We can walk outdoors and can’t see the air we breathe.  For many people in the world 
that isn’t the case.  Be grateful to live in the Midwest...out on the prairie!  
 
Each new day to learn and earn our daily bread.   Be thankful every day for the opportunity you have to 
learn something new and for having the chance to receive some financial compensation if you have a job.  
Many people don’t have the opportunity to learn or work. So, be thankful for the opportunity. 
  
A home in which we live, eat, sleep and relax.  We really are fortunate if we are not of those who live in a 
car, in an abandoned house or building, in a shack or on a bench in a park. Visualize a person who doesn’t 
have a home when you complain that your house or apartment is very hot or cold, or for a very high utility bill 
or high rent.  At least we have a choice. 
  
Eat clean food and have the option to satiate our hunger.  Most of us have not seen the need to make 
queues for 2 and up to 4 hours to buy some bread or some eggs.  We don’t know what it must feel like waiting 
for a Red Cross truck loaded with rice boxes for the needy.  We have never had to stop in the back of a restau-
rant to wait for them to take leftovers out of the food to be able to feed us.  All this is something that we have to 
keep in mind whenever we feed ourselves, and we thank the opportunity to be able to do it. 
  
Friends, family, and pets.  Most of us have one or more of these things in life.  In some parts of the country 
and the world, some people and children are alone.  Those who don’t have friends or relatives, or even a pet. 
Be thankful for what you have of these three things every day of your life.   
 
The clothes we wear.  There are many people who don’t have the basics to dress, much less to protect 
themselves from the environment.  Keep in mind if you count on it, be thankful for it and think of others when 
you check the clothes that you no longer use. 
  
The gift of being able to choose.  Although sometimes we feel stuck in the way, we always have the possi-
bility to choose what we want to do to change and achieve our goals. This is truly a gift. We always have a 
choice, to choose our way. And this is generally taken for granted, ignored or not used or developed enough. 
  
Every pleasant moment in our lives.  There are many moments during the day when we have pleasant   
experiences with ourselves and others that we should be thankful for. Because all those moments together are 
the ones that make up the peace and happiness of every human being. 
  
The gift of good health and healthcare.  With health, we can do everything we want and if we aren’t 
healthy...we have providers that can help us.  We can fulfill our goals and feel good about ourselves.  
 
AND THE CHAMBER GIVES THANKS FOR YOU…                                                                                           
OUR BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS! 
 

 







 



 

 Today the world is very different than it was 8 to 10 months ago.  The challenges we 
face today are not local, state, national but international.  There is no respect for bounda-
ries…racial, economic, social or intellectual.  We are all in this together and everyone one of 
us bears great responsibility for the health and wellbeing of others. 
 
 Billions of people are in lockdown, unable to visit one another, unable go to work,   
unable to attend school, unable to meet one another in public places.  People around the 
world are struggling, being separated from their loved ones in their hours of emotional, 
physical and financial need.   Today, a simple expression of human kindness such as a 
handshake, hug or embrace has the potential of transmitting an illness and leading to death.  
We are confronted with the true uncertainty of human existence and the true vulnerability of 
human life. 
 
 Many of us believed that we could beat or find a way out of any problem if we                     
garnered enough resources.  The Covid-19 pandemic shows us how wrong we were.  The 
Coronavirus shows us how terrible it really is to waste our lives, embroiled in endless                
battles for wealth and status and power. How terrible it really is not to recognize the value in 
the people around us – not just our family and friends, not just colleagues and fellow                      
citizens, but also complete strangers. How terrible it is not to give our lives meaning – every 
hour of every day – by honoring the sacredness of life and according all living things the   
respect, sensitivity and care that they deserve. 
 
 The Covid-19 pandemic demonstrates to us the value of freedom – the freedom to 
move, to be with those we love, to live in dignity and security – for ourselves and for those 
around us, for friends and neighbors here and around the world.  Above all, it shows us the 
importance of recognizing the true purpose of all our businesses and economies, our politi-
cal parties and governments, our local civic associations and our international organiza-
tions, our conventions and ideologies, and all our other systems: namely, to serve human 
needs and purposes. 
 
 Our lives are based in interdependence.  Business owners need customers.  Custom-
ers need businesses.  Employees need employers.  Employers need employees.  Govern-
ment needs citizens.  Citizens need government.  People need friends.  Families need each 
other.  We cannot live, work and play without the cooperation and support of others.  The 
Covid-19 pandemic shows us with crystal clarity that all of us are in the same boat.  We 
can’t contain the virus without beating the virus everywhere…and that is going to take time 
and a lot of resources.  All countries and regions of the world will have to work at this                      
together in order to succeed.   
 
So, where does that leave us?  What should we do?  How can we help? 
 The first thing we have to do is respect the guidance, advice and rules from our leaders 

as they work to lead us through this pandemic and then put that guidance into practice.  
 The second thing we need to do is to respect each other.  We have been living in a cli-

mate where there is a lot of finger pointing and the fact with finger pointing is that when 
one finger points forward the other four fingers point back to us.  Speak, act and react 
with respect and understanding! 

 The third thing is to support each other.  How can we do that?  Read on to the next page: 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 

 
 Since the pandemic, many of our organizations and institutions have had to shut 
down and/or open to very small groups.  Those organizations/institutions are very im-
portant to our way of life.  Are you back and involved?   Are you supporting their work?  
From churches to sports associations to fraternal organizations to non-profits….they 
haven’t been able to operate the same way that they did before.  That doesn’t mean that 
the good work they have done and continue to do isn’t important.  Think about what you 
can do to help them whether it is by donating money, volunteering to help or both.                                          
 
 Our small businesses really need our help and support!  The shut downs and the 
lock downs have really made “on-line” ordering an easy alternative.  Where does that leave 
those shops, restaurants and service businesses that we all count on to make Luverne a 
place where we “LOVE THE LIFE”?  Many of them have been hanging on over the last 
months by using up their reserves and banking on credit to help them through this hard 
time.  Now, more than ever, it is important to come together and show them how important 
they are to us.  Before you go on-line and shop…why don’t you make a call or stop down 
to one of the shops, restaurants or service businesses.  They might not have it when you 
call in but is there a way that you can wait until they get it?  Maybe there is something else 
that you need that is right on their shelves.   
 

 Shop local!  Support local!  We are STRONGER TOGETHER!   
 
 Today is a time to realize that the situation we are in is not political, economic, social 
or geographic.  None of us caused this.  We are in a situation that requires us – as a world 
– to work collectively!   Covid-19 has forced us to realize one brutally honest thing:  To 
overcome this pandemic – along with other challenges that lie ahead, such as climate 
change, cyberwar, financial crises, hunger and more –we need to all be in this together.     
 
 This is the lesson that we must take into 

the post-Covid-19 world: The time has come to 

mobilize this goodness in our midst, rather than 

drive it to the sidelines through institutions and 

incentive systems that reward selfishness and 

predatory competitiveness. The time has come 

to re-evaluate the appropriate goal of business; 

the goal of our economic activities; the goal of 

our ideologies and social conventions; and the 

goal of our local, national and international        

governance structures. The pandemic shows us 

that the goals of all these domains must always 

the same: contributing to the fulfillment of               

human needs and purposes. This requires us to 

cooperate locally when we face local challeng-

es, nationally when we face national challenges, 

and globally when we face global challenges. 

  

 





 


