
ADRIAN BUS CO 

AMERICAN REFORMED CHURCH 

BILL’S WATER CONDITIONING 

BLAC-X-FARMS 

BLUE MOUND CONSULTING GROUP 

BRANDENBURG GALLERY 

BUSSE PLUMBING, HEATING 

C & B OPERATIONS 

CATTNACH INSURANCE INC. 

CLIENT COMMUNITY SERVICES INC. 

CENTERPOINT ENERGY 

CHS BRANDON 

CHURCH OF ST. CATHERINE 

CONNELL CAR CARE 

CONTINENTAL WESTERN GROUP 

COUNTRY CUPBOARDS—LUVERNE 

COX REALTY & LAND SERVICES 

DeNOBLE, AUSTIN & CO., PC 

DREALAN KVILHAUG HOEFKER 

ELLIS & EASTERN COMPNAY 

ESTENSON COMPANY, LLC 

FEIKEMA FARMS 

FIRST FARMERS & MERCHANTS BANK 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

GRACE LUTERHEAN CHURCH 

HEARTLAND MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 

HEIDEBRINK & ASSOC. 

JAYCOX IMPLEMENT INC 

JJ’S TASTY DRIVE IN 

JON FINKE TRUCKING LLC 

LUVERNE BASKETBALL ASSOC. 

 

 

LUVERNE COUNSELING 

LUVERNE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

LUVERNE FLOWERS 

LUVERNE HIGH SCHOOL 

LUVERNE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

LUVERNE MONUMENTS 

LUVERNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MEULEBROECK, TAUBERT & CO. 

MINNESOTA SPECIAL LIQUIDS 

MINNESOTA VETERANS HOME 

MYHRE STUDIO 

PAPA LARRY’S LLC 

PREMIUM MINNESOTA PORK 

PROFESSIONAL AG MARKETING INC. 

RANDY’S PUMPING SERVICE 

REBORN HOME FURNISHINGS 

REMEMBER RALLY INC. 

RIVERVIEW FINISHING 

ROBERTS CONDOMINIUM 

ROCK COUNTY EYE CLINIC 

ROCK NOBLES CATTLEMEN’S 

SALON 75 & SPA 

SKATTUM’S CONFINEMENT & SUPERIOR BLDGS 

SOUTHWEST INITIATIVE FOUNDATION 

SUNSHINE FOODS 

SUNSHINE GAS 

THOSE BLASTED THINGS 

TOLLEFSON PUBLISHING 

TOM NERGAARD CONSTRUCTION 

TOP NOTCH CAR WASH LLC 

UNITED COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP 

2021 NEW MEMBERS & RENEWALS 



One of the highlights of this past holiday season 
was the lighting of the Luverne City Park that  
kicked off on November 29th by a fantastic                    
fireworks show.  “Hats off”…to all the generous 
businesses, organizations and institutions who                
contributed dollars to make the fireworks possi-
ble.  Special thanks to Jonathon Kurtz, Seth Miller 
and their team for a fantastic night of fireworks. 
 
Following the show, the Chamber opened the park 
so the public could enjoy a fantastic light display 
created by businesses, organizations and individu-
als that is running through January 3rd.  A short 
week after the lights were turned on, vandals                             
ruined parts of many of the displays and burned 
down a historic family barn just a few feet away 
from the park.  Two weeks later vandals destroyed 
the window of a brand new tractor owned by Jaycox 
Implement at the park and windows in vehicles 
throughout town. 
 
Needless to say, everyone is appalled and saddened by these actions.  Rewards are 
offered, tips are coming in and they will hopefully lead law enforcement to identify 
the culprits.  It is our hope that the people who did these things will pay for their                  
actions.    
 
The bigger question is...how do the actions of this year affect LOVE THE 
LIGHT next year?  The Chamber realizes that if we want LOVE THE LIGHT to                 
happen again, we are going to have to do something to protect people's property 
and the work they put into their displays.  Whether the response is surveillance 
cameras, night guards, restricted access or a combination of these               
actions...we know that something needs to be in place by next year. 
 
SO, WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO?  We will be forming a COMMITTEE OF 
VOLUNTEERS who will be meeting via zoom for the next 3 to 6 months to work on 
a solution and response.  Every business and individual that had a display at the 
park this year will be invited to join the committee along with an invitation to all 
Chamber members.   
 
If you are interested in serving on this committee and working on a solu-
tion, simply reply to this email. You will be contacted when the first meeting is 
set and invited to participate in the process.   luvernechamber@co.rock.mn.us  
 

JOIN IN TO BE PART OF THE SOLUTION! 

 



 Over the last few weeks Chamber staff has been focus-
ing on how our organization should invest resources and staff 
time over the next twelve months.  Generally following Winter-
fest and the Membership Drive, Chamber Staff works diligently 
on travel marketing and special events.  The realities of 2020, 
however, has caused us to refocus our efforts into strategic 
planning for 2021.   
 Industry partners have shared of data and information 
about the realities of 2020 and have made recommendations 
on what Chambers and tourism institutions should focus on in  
2021. 
 Here are some interesting facts:  2020 tourism season 
has faced a $615 billion loss in revenue (2/3 decrease from 
2019).  There have been 4.5 million jobs lost and about $62          
billion loss in sales tax related to travel and tourism.   
 The question is: how does that  affect Luverne and Rock 
County?  Travel and visitor traffic is a big thing even to this 
community.  Think about the I-90 travelers who stop to buy gas 
and food, stay in our hotels and amble downtown?  Think about 
the day travelers from 30-60 miles away who come to Luverne 
for a day trip...to shop, dine and enjoy.  Think about the event 
goers such as the 33K people the Chamber brings into town 
every year for special events such as Hot Dog Nite and the                
Buffalo Days Cruise-In.  Every person who comes to town               
contributes and supports our local economy.  For the most part 
in 2020, those tourism/travel dollars have been slim to none. 
 Where does that leave us for 2021?  The tourism and 
travel experts we have been listening to suggest that small 
group travel should start picking up in the summer of 2021 
(that’s after June 21st).  They don’t anticipate that large group 
gatherings won’t happen until at least the fall of 2021 (after 
September 21st).  What does that mean?  It means that we 
have to revamp our plans and focus on a new marketing                  
strategy. 

WHAT’S THE FUTURE? 

 Pre-pandemic travel research reported that about 48% of travel was to visit friends & family; 29% was 
for business and 23% for leisure.  Post-pandemic travel estimates:  87% visiting family & friends; 78% getting 
outdoors; 65% getting away from it all; 10% business and 5% conferences/meetings.   
 What does this mean to us?  It means that we need to focus our marketing and events on creating 
experiences for our residents to “sell their friends & family” on visiting Luverne.  We need to get all our busi-
ness, organizations, and residents on the same page so that they understand what we have to offer.  The 
number one reason people travel is to visit friends and family.  We need to provide every household and busi-
ness in Rock County with a brochure that people can give their friends and family when they visit.  Our goal is 
for every dining room table and every desk  to be a “concierge desk” so that our residents and businesses 
can “sell” their family and friends on experiencing Luverne and Rock County.   
 There is a pent-up demand for travel and we need to be ready to respond to it.  Data gathered indi-
cates that people want to get away and enjoy the outdoors.  We have to create opportunities for this type of 
traveler that are ready and available when they come. All the marketing in the world brings customers to you 
ONLY ONCE!  The ONLY thing that brings customers back are the products, services and experience.  In 
marketing Luverne and Rock County—we have to deliver on what we promise.   Can we market a great ex-
perience on the prairie to see the bison and actually deliver on it?  Can we market a fantastic biking/walking 
experience on The LOOP if the people they ask about it don’t know anything about it or where they can find 
it?   
 This is the information that the experts have shared and now the question is...what is the Chamber 
going to do?  The Chamber Board will discuss a proposal from staff at the January meeting on the projects 
and strategies for the next 6 months.  Should time and resources be spent on doing the same things that 
have been done in the past or the resources go to bold endeavors for the post-pandemic world?  That ques-
tion isn’t easy to answer.  We all hope that “tomorrow” everything will be back to normal but the fact is that 
none of us really know when that “tomorrow” will be!  



The Rock County Pork Producers in partnership with 8 Rock County restaurants hosted the WE LOVE 

PORK CHALLENGE 2020 from October 19th through November 21st.  The contest was coordinated by the 

Luverne Area Chamber. The contest’s goal was to promote pork and support our locally owned restaurants.   

Participating restaurants:  

Codie Boysen - 75 Diner                                                    Linda DeSplinter - Green Lantern Bar & Grill                                                

Brenda Scott - Hidden Hills Café & Hideaway Tavern                      Jodi Reverts - Howling Dog Saloon                    

Vicky Cauwel - Magnolia Café                              Chris Yungeberg - SpringBrooke Events, Golf & Grill                       

Brian Sterling - Sterling’s Café & Grille                                       Leroy Austin - Vinnie’s Dang Fine Dine 

 

On Monday, December 28th at 10 am, Rock County Pork Producer’s representative Kevin Barnhart                     

presented Leroy Austin of Vinnie’s Dang Fine Dine with the trophy, crowning Vinnie’s as the                   

2020 WE LOVE PORK CHALLENGE WINNER.  Earlier this fall, Vinnie’s was awarded the 2020 trophy for 

the Love the Burger Battle.  682 pork meals were sold during the contest where diners were able to rank 

the entries in five different categories.  As a thank you to the diners, 10 - $10 gift certificates were mailed to 

diners from each restaurant whose names were randomly drawn.  A total of 80 - $10 gift certificates were 

awarded to pork diners.  The ballots were tabulated by the Luverne Area Chamber who reported that the 

results were within 100th’s of a point.   

Leroy’s winning dish, “PORK PLATTER LIKE NO OTHER” was described as this:  “There is no better 

comfort food than Southern barbeque...and Vinnie’s has the perfect platter for you!  Enjoy 2                    

delicious Baby Back Ribs with BBQ Pulled Pork all served on top of toast. Add our homemade 

cheesy hashbrowns for a meal you’ll never forget!” 

The contest was funded through a partnership between the participating restaurants and the Rock County 

Pork Producers.  Kevin Barnhart, representative of the Rock County Pork Producers, acknowledged and 

thanked the participating restaurants and the people of Rock County for supporting and promoting pork.    



The Chamber was able to support our local businesses through some great initiatives over 
the holiday season with help from community members and sponsors.   
 
STRONGER TOGETHER TAKE OUT CHALLENGE:   
Thanks to the financial support provided by Premium Minnesota Pork (Dan Paquin),                        
Continental Western Group (Nadine Schoep) and Gary & Janine Papik...the Chamber hosted 
the TAKE-OUT CHALLENGE.  It was simply a challenge where people collected their dining/
drinking take-out receipts and turned them in over the course of four weeks.  20—$100                   
dining gift cards were provided as prizes to the people who turned in the largest total                   
purchases during the week.   Winners were able to select the restaurant where their $100 
dining gift card was from.  A total of $4,537.94 in take-out receipts were turned in over the 
course of the contest.    
 
The winners of this contest were: April Norman, Peg Gust, Paula Bloemendaal, Jackie Pizel, 
Bronwyn Wenzel, Tim Gust, Missy Cowell, Lindsay Meyeraan, Maggie Vanderburg, Beryl 
Haugen, Becky Ossefoort, Quality Printing (twice), Karen Willers, Luverne Community                      
Education (twice), Autumn Norman, Becky Hein, Carolyn Norman and Cory Bloemendaal.   
 

FLANNEL BINGO: 
LITTLE FLANNEL BINGO was a game offered for FREE for children under 12 in Rock County.  
The game was sponsored by the Chamber.  From the middle of November through Decem-
ber 18th...children were challenged to celebrate the holidays with things like home chores,                 
reading, playing with others and etc.  10—$25 GIFT CARDS from LUVERNE ACE were              
awarded to the winners of the contest.   Winners were:  Oliver Carbonneau, Hannah Cowell, 
Emma Cowell, Emilie Sandbulte, Hattie Sandbulte, Isabela Schreier, Ian Meyeraan, Aiden 
Meyeraan and Ava Meyeraan.   
 
FLANNEL SHOPPING BINGO challenged people to collect receipts from their purchases in 
Luverne from the middle of November through December 18th.  Each purchase met a certain 
required category or categories on the bingo cards.  Shoppers turned in their receipts and 
the people with the top bingo results received gift certificates from the local business of 
their choice.  Flannel Shopping Bingo was sponsored by the Luverne Area Chamber.  The 
winners of this contest were:  Missy Cowell, Lindsay Meyeraan, Tara Zweiske, Molly Carbon-
neau, Maryln Van Grootheest, Karen Willers, Randi Oftedahl, Justine Sandbulte, Jackie Pizel,                   
Carrie Overgaard and Carrie Oye.    

One of the Chamber’s most popular community promotion projects was the QUARTERLY 
TABLE TENTS.  Since 2010, the Luverne Area Chamber has been creating, printing and dis-
tributing approximately 600 table tents a quarter throughout Luverne.  This project offers the 
opportunity for any Chamber area business and/or local non-profit to advertise and promote 
their special events for free.  Due to the pandemic and the fluidity in event planning,                       
Chamber table tents have not been produced since the first quarter of 2020.   
The Chamber is planning to resume printing table tents for the last two quarters of 2021.  If 
you have any special events planned for your business or organization, please email the                
information to the Chamber.  The Chamber will also be happy to list your event information 
on the LUVERNE EVENTS WEBSITE.  
By working together, we can bring people to our community to support our area businesses 
and organizations!  



Remember to take advantage of the new services the Chamber is offering through your  
membership this year! 
 
 Www.LuverneChamber.com will now feature two active links on our website for 

each member.  Make sure we have the correct information to promote your business! 
 JOB POSTINGS...the Chamber website will feature a listing of current job openings 

updated daily.  As a member, you can list your position openings at no cost to you.  
Simply email luvernechamber@co.rock.mn.us with the job listing.  Posts will be updated 
daily during regular business hours.   

 CURRENT RENTALS...featured on the Chamber website allows us to list any building/
home or apartment rentals for free.  The list will be updated daily during regular                       
business hours.  Simply email luvernechamber@co.rock.mn.us with your rental listings.   

 HOMETOWN GREETER PROGRAM...provides welcome to Luverne bags with                        
information about the community to individuals and families who move into the area.  
Beginning this year, Chamber members can participate in the program for FREE!  $50 
value.  Approximately 60-100 hometown greeter bags are given away annually.  What a 
great way to introduce your business or organization to these perspective new custom-
ers and/or members.  To participate, simply drop off any logo items, brochures,                     
coupons or gifts to the Chamber during regular business hours and they will be distrib-
uted.  Once you participate, we will let you know when your “promotional item” is                    
running low.   For more detailed information about the program, simply call the                   
Chamber at 507.283.4061.   

There are businesses in Rock County that are suffering from plunging revenues and                  
shuttered storefronts.  The COVID-19 pandemic has driven too many of our friends and 
neighbors’ operations to the brink of collapse.  The story is the same from all over the 
country and in many sectors of business.   A recent survey reported that approximately 
35% of the small businesses won't be able to survive through the next three months unless                 
significant policy changes and economic relief provide assistance.  The time for action is 
now and it is our obligation to spread the word!   

The impressive Federal and State action that was taken in the spring after the shut-down 
provided a band aid to allow businesses to limp along for a few months.  During that time, 
the pandemic was ramping up and the sick/death toll was mounting.  There was a call for 
all of us to be part of the solution and most of us did.  Yet there were some of our policy-
makers who procrastinated, argued, discussed and put off making the important decisions 
that were needed.  Six months later, "band aid" packages have been approved.  The ques-
tions are:  Did it happen soon enough? Did those packages target our small businesses 
that really need the help?   

Soon, our State and Federal Elected Officials will be back “working for the people” in St. 
Paul and Washington, DC.   As a Chamber, businesses and individuals, we need to encour-
age them to work for our small businesses, our community and “get the job done”.  Small 
businesses are what have built this great country.  Now is the time that they need our help.   

Fellow Chamber Members...join together in calling for our elected officials to work together 
for the common good.  Let us call on them to sacrifice strict ideologies to make conscious 
decisions that will save our small businesses.  Now is the time for governing...not the time 
for fighting.  Put aside differences.  Find common ground and get something done.  Action 
needs to be taken so that our small businesses survive and that communities like ours can 
recover from this great tragedy.   


